WEST HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the West Hatch Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 30th September 2026

26/42 Attendance and apologies
Councillors:  Middleton (Chairman), Haskins, Sullivan and Walters
Public:	 1 parishioner, Cllr S Wakefield (Somerset Council)
Apologies:  Cllrs Finlayson and Walters 
These were recognised and approved as absences under s185 of the Local Government Act 1972.
26/43 To co-opt Metford Briggs to the Council
It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Metford Briggs to the Council with immediate effect and the Acceptance of Office Declaration was signed.
26/44 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations

No new Declarations received.

26/45 Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 29th July 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

26/46 Matters arising from the minutes.

· Update on meeting with Emma Robertson of FWAG (26/33) 
The Council is still awaiting the report from FWAG. The Council is compiling a list of ditches that require clearing and is hoping to arrange for the work to be completed by the end of November.

The Clerk has been advised of some blocked drains at the end of Church Lane and these have been reported to Somerset Council for clearing.

· Farmers Arms Update (25/100)
The Clerk has met with the new tenants and carried out a review of the defibrillator. The equipment is working but the pads have expired and it was agreed that new pads would be ordered at a cost of £150 + VAT.

· Update on remedial work at Prey Lane
The work has finally started at Prey Lane and should be finished within the next week.

· Update on post box replacement at Meare Green Lane
The clerk has contacted Royal Mail regarding the replacement of the post box at Meare Green Lane and has been advised that the box will no longer be replaced. It was agreed to escalate this matter further.

26/47 Parishioners’ Forum

Several parishioners have raised concerns at the number of poles that are proposed to be erected by Airband. However, following the collapse of Airband, it is unlikely that the proposed scheme will continue in its present form.

26/48 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors (if present)
Cllr Wakefield’s latest report had been received and published on the Parish Council’s website.
Proposals to introduced parking charges on Sundays are expected to be approved but the Council is looking to expand the Park & Ride service to cover Sundays as well. Any changes to Sunday car parking charges will not take place until Autumn 2027.
An initial scoping request from a storage and distribution company to build a facility at Nexus 25 has been received from the Council.
26/49 To update Council on the actions taken to update the Emergency Plan to take into account the threat of wildfires.
Following a concern raised by a parishioner at the last Council meeting, the Council has updated its emergency plan to take into account the threat of wildfires and has taken the following actions:
a) A list of parishioners, who may require additional help in an emergency has been compiled and is held by the Parish Clerk.
b) Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service have undertaken a full survey of hydrants within the Parish and carried out repairs where necessary. A hydrant location map has been provided to the Parish Clerk.
c) The Council will purchase 6 fire beaters in readiness for the next summer. Locations will be confirmed.

26/50 To consider whether the Council should join the Blackdown Vale Parishes Group, which will act as a sponsor for a Strategic Visual Impact assessment for the Blackdown Vale
The Save the Blackdown Vale campaign group would like local Parish Councils to join together to form the Blackdown Vale Parishes Group which would act as sponsor for a Strategic Visual Impact Assessment for the Blackdown Vale. The aim is to extend the protection enjoyed by the Blackdown Hills to the Vale as it setting.
Ideally, Somerset Council would be undertaking such an assessment but the campaign group is proposing that they carry out the first stage of the plan and have it professionally validated. This would require the support of local Parish Councils.
It was agreed that whilst the Council supported the campaign and its aims, it was not in a position to contribute financially towards the plan at present but that it would consider raising the precept in the next financial year to establish a ‘fighting fund’ to support the campaign group.
26/51 LCN Update
No member was available to attend the previous meeting and no updates have been received from the link officer.
26/52 Formal Expenditure Approval

It was resolved to make the following payments:

· Clerk’s Salary 					£380.00
· Clerk’s Expenses				£  40.00
· Parish Online					£408.00

26/53 Planning – to consider any planning matters arising.

No new planning applications have been received.

26/54 Reports of Parish Council Working Parties
Report from Footpath leader
Two gates on Footpath 31/14 are broken. Cllr Haskins will speak to the landowner regarding their repair or replacement.
Report on Highway matters.
No new issues were raised.

Report from SALC representative
The SALC AGM will be held on October 8th, as part of the Somerset Parishes Conference.

26/55 Correspondence and matters of report.
· Rotary Moonraker Challenge
The Annual Rotary Moonraker Challenge will start at Huish Woods Campsite this year and the route will cover footpaths in West Hatch and surrounding areas. The event will take place on Saturday 3rd October and is a twilight/evening orienteering event. Parishioners have been advised of the event via the Village Network email system and in additional notices have been delivered to properties affected and most landowners have been contacted by the organisers.
· Somerset Parishes Conference.
This event will take place at on 8th October 2026. It will be preceded by the SALC AGM. 
· Somerset Community Resilience Day
This event will take place on 21st October 2026 at Millfield School in Street.
Topics for discussion will include: Wildfire prevention, keeping animals safe in floods, and community emergency planning.
 26/56 To confirm date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th November at 7.00pm.
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm
