WEST HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the West Hatch Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 29th July 2026

26/27 Attendance and apologies
Councillors:  Middleton (Chairman), Finlayson, Knight, and Haskins, 
Public:	 4 parishioners, Cllr S Wakefield (Somerset Council)
Apologies:  Cllrs Sullivan and Walters 
These were recognised and approved as absences under s185 of the Local Government Act 1972.
26/28 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations

Cllr Middleton declared a personal interest in Item 8  as Airband wish to erect a pole on land that he owns.

26/29 Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 27th May 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

26/30 Matters arising from the minutes.

· Update on concerns raised at parishioners’ forum regarding hogweed at Thurlbear Woods (25/58)
The Forestry England ranger has been monitoring the situation and the bridleway that starts at Frost Street entrance does have a lot of hogweed to the sides of the path but the path itself is clear.
As Common Hogweed is a fantastic native plant for pollinators, cutting it back would be detrimental to the woodland’s biodiversity. There were no signs of Giant Hogweed in the vicinity. He will continue to monitor the situation.

· Farmers Arms Update (25/100)
New tenants have been appointed and the pub will be re-opening in September. The Clerk will make contact with the new tenants to make them aware of  the defibrillator.

· Village Hall Request for funding (25/90)
The Council has considered further the request for funding from the Village Hall and agreed that it would allocate £800 from the CIL payment as a contribution to the improvements planned for the hall.

26/31 Parishioners’ Forum

A parishioner asked whether the Council had been in contact with the Fire Services regarding the risk of wildfires and the proximity of Thurlbear Woods to residential properties. The Council confirmed that it had not contacted any of the emergency services but accepted that there may be several vulnerable residents who may need assistance if such an event were to occur. It was agreed that the Council would endeavour to identify parishioners at risk and update the community safety plan to cover this eventuality. Cllrs Middleton and Finlayson will meet to discuss what actions need to be taken.

Concerns were also raised over the use of drones flying over properties at night, seemingly to target equine properties with a view to committing unlawful activities. Cllr Wakefield suggested that the Council contact the local PCSO to raise these issues. There have also been instances of untaxed cars being seen in the area.

26/32 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors (if present)
Cllr Wakefield’s latest report had been received and published on the Parish Council’s website. The report focuses on the achievements of Somerset Council within the last year.
The meeting was advised that Somerset Council has received additional £50million of funding from the Government to help combat flooding. This funding will be used to focus on flooding hotspots and a scope of works is currently being drawn up and will be presented for approval by the end of September.
26/33 To update Council on meeting with Emma Roberston (FWAG) and to consider next steps with regards to flood prevention/resilience.
A constructive meeting was held with Emma Roberston, with Cllrs Finlayson and Knight in attendance. Douglas Kerr was also present as an interested landowner. Maps show that approx. 500 acres floods into one area and the aim is to slow the flow of water so that the existing river can cope.
It was agreed that FWAG would develop a joined-up flood plan for the Parish indicating where interventions would most effectively slow or redirect water during heavy rainfall and prepare an intervention report outlining recommended projects.
The Parish Council would look to commission ditch clearing work across priority areas and investigate a land erosion stability scheme at the bottom of West Hatch Lane. In the first instance, this will be reported to Somerset Council as an urgent road safety issue.


26/34 To update Council on recent meeting arranged by Gideon Amos MP regarding Airband’s roll out of superfast broadband to the Parish.
Unfortunately, Airband withdrew from the meeting citing that the company was being put up for sale. It was confirmed that any successor company would be contractually obliged to complete the outstanding works. Airband has reportedly spent over £200million whilst delivering around 50% of the contracted programme. Legal action against Airband is not considered viable.
Concerns were raised about Airband’s reluctance to use shared poles and the number of new poles that they wish to erect. Airband should share existing poles where necessary and if this is not happening, the cause is likely to be structural or regulatory.
Alternative technologies were discussed. Starlink was discussed as a domestic solution but concerns remain that its network could support long term national demand.
The previously discontinued 4G voucher scheme may be reinstated, subject to funding availability.
26/35 To confirm Council’s response to the Somerset Council’s consultation on the scope of the Local Plan and update on the Save the Blackdowns campaign.
Cllr Sullivan attended the meeting organised by the Save the Blackdowns campaign which discussed the consultation on the scope of the local plan and how best to respond. As part of the local plan, Taylor Wimpey has put forward its proposal for a new settlement of up to 7500 properties on the land purchased from the Crown Estate in Orchard Portman.
It was agreed that the Council would object to such a proposal and in responding to the consultation highlighted that any increase in housing in rural areas should be organic and community led. The Council also argued that the 2km buffer zone for development in Areas of Outstanding Beauty should be extended to Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and ancient woodlands to prevent encroachment in rural areas.
26/36 LCN Update
No member was available to attend the previous meeting and no updates have been received from the link officer.
26/37 Formal Expenditure Approval

It was resolved to make the following payments:

· Clerk’s Salary 					£380.00



26/38 Planning – to consider any planning matters arising.

47/26/0002:  Erection of single storey extension for porch at Two Trees, Meare Green.

The planning application that had been received since the last meeting has now been withdrawn.

26/39 Reports of Parish Council Working Parties
Report from Footpath leader
Two overgrown stiles at Fairacre have been reported. The Council has been advised that the Footpath marker for Path 31/19 at Pickets Mead, has been removed. This has been noted on the Rights of Way map.
Report on Highway matters.
No new issues were raised.
Report from SALC representative
In the absence of the SALC representative, there are no new issues to report.

26/40 Correspondence and matters of report.
· Rotary Moonraker Challenge
The Annual Rotary Moonraker Challenge will start at Huish Woods Campsite this year and the route will cover footpaths in West Hatch and surrounding areas. The event will take place on Saturday 3rd October and is a twilight/evening orienteering event. It was agreed that the Clerk will make contact with the organisers to get an idea of the route planned so that landowners and other parishioners can be made aware of the increased activity in the Parish on that date.
 26/41 To confirm date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 30th September at 7.00pm. Cllrs Finlayson and Knight tendered their apologies in advance.
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm
