WEST HATCH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the West Hatch Parish held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 22nd April 2026


Attendance and Apologies
Public: 16 parishioners, G Midworth (Clerk to the Council), Cllr Sarah Wakefield, Somerset Council
Apologies: John Eyers, Chris and Margaret Luck, Ben Haskins, George Knight
Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting, held on 9th April 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
Report from the chairman of the Parish Council
The Chairman’s report was read to the parishioners. 
 This is my first report as Chairman of West Hatch Parish Council and I wish to register my thanks to Keith Read not only for sterling years of work as my predecessor in the role but also for his help in easing me into the role as Chairman.
 West Hatch Parish Council mainly focuses on the issues of roads, flooding, planning, and Internet roll out. We are also a member of the Chard and Blackdowns Local Community Networks (LCN). Flooding will be addressed in more detail in the presentation that follows however it will be best to describe the past year in one word: -Frustrating!
On the roads front a substantial amount of effort was required to ensure final rectification of the defects caused by the Higher West Hatch Lane fibre optic trench installed over 2 years ago.  It was particularly frustrating that to rectify the subsidence, drain and culvert severance at various points required a three-month road closure which was substantially greater than the two to three weeks it took the contractors to dig the trench in the first place. The complete solution to Prey Lane flooding has not been fully implemented, however after much effort Somerset Highways finally did the obvious and removed most of the tree root that blocked the drainage culvert however the amount of time spent in implementing this repair, resulted in further damage and we await replacement of about 20 metres of culvert.
 The other major highways issue has been the profusion of potholes. Once again, it's frustrating that the highways authority even with uplifts provided by central government only have funding to rectify potholes which admittedly are exacerbated by additional flooding caused by climate change. There's no doubt however that the decades of under investment in infrastructure maintenance have caused an undermining quite literally of our roads and the consequential problems we have with potholes.  I urge parishioners that when you see a pothole go on the Somerset Council website and register it as needing repair. I have registered significant potholes on that website many times and eventually some sort of rectification is done although in most instances to be honest the road needs completely resurfacing. I also commend to the Parish the Somerset Council Fly tipping reporting webpage which works well as long as it is clearly identified that the problem is on the highway / council land.
 With regard to planning, it’s been a very quiet that year and the only substantial issue that remains is a query on enforcement of a previously granted application in Meare Green.  On the subject of Meare Green we still have a vacancy on the Parish Council and would desperately like a local representative from Meare Green to offer their services.
Internet rollout in much of West Hatch under the Connecting Devon and Somerset Project has continued to be reported by Somerset Council as within scope for QTR1 2026 and is being implemented by Airband. Some of you will notice the recent arrival of more signs indicating Airband will put poles up. I’ve contacted Airband in the last few days querying why these poles are required as the previous design did not require such level of additional infrastructure. I cannot offer any firm delivery date for Airband to supply fibre to the property (FTTP) connectivity. In instances when approached by parishioners I have suggested that in view of what one reads about Airband’s performance and past financial security, those parishioners who cannot currently obtain adequate broadband speeds seriously look at the Starlink system.  The current Starlink offering for 100 megabits per second effectively undercuts and offers superior performance to FTTP offered by Airband and so I’m sceptical that we will ever see a full implementation of FTTP in the parish.  
 Moving to local community networks (LCNs) West Hatch together with Neroche Parish have been active in the Chard and Blackdowns local community network. Somerset Council are currently performing a review of the local community networks and it will be fair to say that our LCN is barely functioning. The interests of the many rural parishes stretching across the Blackdowns from the M5 down to the Devon border near Axminster are fairly common. Unfortunately, Somerset Council focus on Chard and Chard shows no interest in the LCN. This week we've had a typical LCN meeting which was largely a talking shop often relating to Chard by the huge representation of Somerset Council staff and only a few parishes turned up and no sign of Chard representatives.
 On the financial front the Parish has benefited from grants from earlier planning applications plus with the consolidation of one single Somerset council we increased the precept a couple of years ago to provide a contingency expecting to be forced into funding many issues abdicated by Somerset Council in the reorganisation. Somerset Council offer some additional highway services but at costs that are way beyond those that can be funded by the parish precept. We are looking at using the planning derived Parish Improvement funding to perform flood prevention ditch clearance where the liability cannot be clearly placed on the responsible landowners and also supporting Village Hall improvements. The Burial Grant which was withdrawn on the Somerset Council consolidation has been reintroduced funded from the precept.
Parishioners Forum 
There were no issues raised by the parishioners present
Presentation from Bel Deering, Community Liaison, Somerset Rivers Authority on how communities can become more flood resilient.
Bel Deering, a Community Liaison Officer from Somerset Rivers Authority gave an interesting presentation how communities can prepare for flooding events and what preventative measures can be taken.
There are several steps that individuals and communities can take to become more flood resilient:
· Know your watercourses – understand what is normal. Walk the area regularly and report any problems.
· Adopt a road drain – Take responsibility to keep the drain clear and report to Somerset Council if it is blocked.
· Know your surface water risk 
· Sign up for Flood warnings
· Check for weather warning and take precautions
· Prepare for rain 
· Protect your home – consider use of flood gates and other measures. The Emergency Evacuation Advisory Group ( EVAG) can advise on available products and assist with costs.
· Catch and use water where it lands – consider use of water butts to alleviate surface water, green roofs where applicable, and planting of trees.
Bel advised that there is much information on line to help flood affected communities and the Parish Website has a separate section on flooding which contains useful information.
Following the presentation and after answering questions from the audience, the Annual Parish Meeting concluded at 8.45.




 

