WEST HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the West Hatch Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 18th March 2026

25/81 Attendance and apologies
Councillors:  Middleton (Chairman), Finlayson, Knight, Haskins, Sullivan and Walters 
Public:	 4 parishioners
Apologies:  Cllr S Wakefield (Somerset Council) 
These were recognised and approved as absences under s185 of the Local Government Act 1972.
25/82 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations

Cllr Middleton declared a personal interest in Item as he has a family grave within the St Andrew’s Churchyard.

25/83 Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 28th January 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

25/84 Matters arising from the minutes.

· Defibrillator at Farmers Arms (24/100)
A parishioner has given the Council contact details for the freeholder of the Farmers Arms and it was agreed that the Clerk would make contact emphasising how much the pub is valued as a community facility and requesting an update on when new tenants may be installed. The Clerk will make the freeholder aware that a defibrillator is on site and that the Parish Council is responsible for its maintenance.

· Repairs to culverts at Prey Lane and Hoopers Cottage (24/96)
The work at Hoopers Cottage has been completed and appears to be successful. It was delayed following a dispute between the main contractors and sub-contractors and as a result, Keir are carrying out the work on behalf of Somerset Council.
The alleviation work carried out in Prey Lane has been successful to a certain extent but the existing pipe has been fractured by tree roots and will need to be replaced in due course.




· Update on concerns raised regarding Thurlbear Woods. (25/58)
Following concerns raised, a new ‘No Parking’ sign has been installed at the entrance. Forestry England will look into the concerns raised with regards to the hogweed and the Clerk will continue to monitor the situation.

· Parish Council Vacancy (24/96)
No interest has been expressed by parishioners in filling the vacancy.

· Road surface at Frost Street (25/79)
Some repairs have been carried out along Frost Street and to a high standard. There are still outstanding defects at the west end of Frost Street and the Council will continue to monitor these. 

25/85 Parishioners’ Forum

A parishioner has recently reported an incidence of fly tipping at Bickenhall Woods but the case has been closed as the rubbish could not be found, despite it still being present. Cllr Finlayson agreed to report the tipping again, using what3words to identify the precise location.

25/86 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors (if present)
Unfortunately, neither Somerset Councillor was present but the monthly report had previously been circulated and published on the Parish Council website.
25/87 Flooding – to consider parishioners’ concerns and what flood prevention measures could be adopted.
The area around St Andrews Field and the bottom of Church Lane has flooded on two separate occasions during the winter.
Several issues have been identified; blocked drains in Church Lane results in water running down the road into the stream at the bottom which then overflows and floods West Hatch Lane, the volume of water running down Griffin Lane and the adjacent fields and hills overwhelms the stream, again leading to flooding.
It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Somerset Council to arrange a site visit so that the area as a whole can be considered and solutions put forward.
In the meantime, the Clerk has reported the blocked drains to Somerset Highways, who have acknowledged that there is a problem and that work will be carried out but no timescale has been given.
Cllr Finlayson agreed to take the lead on this matter and will liaise with affected landowners and parishioners to understand the issues.
25/88 To consider request from West Hatch PCC for reinstatement of annual Burial Ground Grant.
The Parish Council has received a request from West Hatch PCC for reinstatement of the Burial Ground Grant. The Council previously received the grant from the District Council and passed it on to the PCC, but since the formation of the Unitary Council, the grant was discontinued.
It was agreed that the Council would reinstate the grant as the precept has been increased to cover any instances where the Parish Council needs to provide services previously funded by the District Council and that the grant would be seen as a revenue expense.
It was agreed to make a payment of £210 for the financial year 2025/26 and that future payments would rise in line with any increase to the precept.
25/89 Response from parishioners on consultation exercise on Parish spending.
The Council has received several suggestions on how to spend the Community Infrastructure Levy and funds earmarked for Parish Improvements. Reinstatement of the Burial Grant was one suggestion, (covered in Minute 25/88, other suggestions included renewed and refreshed street signage at the 3-way road junction at the top of the hill near the Farmers Arms, clearance of ditches and pot hole repair.  The Village Hall committee has also submitted a proposal for funding, detailed in minute 25/90.
The Council will consider these suggestions in due course.
25/90 To consider request from Village Hall committee for funding to assist with projects to improve the energy efficiency of the hall and purchase of improved seating.
The Village Hall committee wishes to improve the energy efficiency of the hall by insulating the loft area and attaching film to the windows to reduce heat loss at an approximate cost of £2600.
In addition, to improve comfort for users, it is proposed to purchase 50 stacking chairs with padding to replace the existing seating at a cost of £1140.
The Village Hall committee is seeking assistance from the Parish Council to help with the cost of the projects. It was agreed that the Council would be prepared to assist in principle and would consider what level of funding would be available.
25/91 To consider format of the Annual Parish Meeting on April 22nd 2026
It was agreed to invite a representative from the Somerset Rivers Authority to talk about their role and how communities and parishioners can take flood prevention and flood resilience measures. 
25/92 LCN Update
The next meeting will take place on 21st April 2026, commencing at 2.30pm. Online attendance is permitted.
25/93 Formal Expenditure Approval

It was resolved to make the following payments:

· Clerk’s Salary 					£380.00
· Clerk’s Expenses				£  27.84
· West Hatch PCC – Burial grant		£210.00

25/94 Planning – to consider any planning matters arising.

No new planning applications have been received.

25/95 Reports of Parish Council Working Parties
· Report from Footpath leader
New electric gates have been installed at Yarde Farm and there has been a report that as a result access to footpath 31/14 is no longer available. This will be investigated but it is likely that there is an override button on the gates but this may not be clearly visible to users.
Report on Highway matters.
No new issues were raised.
Report from SALC representative
Nothing of note to report.

25/96 Correspondence and matters of report.
· Neighbourhood Watch stickers
It has been suggested and Neighbourhood Watch posters should be attached to poles around the Parish as a theft protection measure. The Council agreed to this suggestion and will order the appropriate signs. Additionally, 100 window stickers will be ordered and distributed to parishioners at the Annual Parish Meeting or via the Parish Magazine.
 25/97 To confirm date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th May at 7.00pm. This will be the Annual Parish Council meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm
