WEST HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the West Hatch Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 28th January 2026

25/66 Attendance and apologies
Councillors:  Middleton (Chairman), Finlayson, Knight, Haskins, Sullivan and Walters 
Public:	 1 parishioner 
Apologies:  Cllr S Wakefield (Somerset Council) 
These were recognised and approved as absences under s185 of the Local Government Act 1972.
25/67 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations

No declarations of interests were made.

25/68 Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 26th November 2025 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

25/69 Matters arising from the minutes.

· Defibrillator at Farmers Arms (24/100)
The Clerk is in the process of registering the defibrillator with the ambulance service and will visit the site to ensure that the defibrillator is readily accessible and operational. The Council discussed whether it should resite the defibrillator as the Farmers Arms remains closed and it was agreed to review the situation at the next meeting.

· Report of static caravans at Meare Green Lane (25/18)
This has been reported to Somerset Council under reference number  as a potential breach of planning regulations, but it may take some time for the matter to be investigated as Planning Enforcement has a huge backlog. 

· Repairs to culverts at Prey Lane and Hoops Cottage (24/96)
The work at Hoops Cottage has recently started. It was delayed following a dispute between the main contractors and sub-contractors and as a result, Keir are carrying out the work on behalf of Somerset Council.
The alleviation work carried out in Prey Lane has been successful to a certain extent but Highways are looking to replace the pipe as previous problems have unsettled the infrastructure.

· Parish Council Vacancy (24/96)
There has been no response to the flyer regarding the Parish Council vacancy but it seems that emails sent via the Village Network circulation list are not being received. It was agreed to advertise the vacancy more extensively. Cllr Finlayson agreed to draw up a flyer which can be promoted with the funding consultation.

25/70 Parishioners’ Forum

The recent adverse weather conditions were raised at the meeting, in particular the flooding at Lower West Hatch, which affected St Andrews Cottage, the Griffin Lane junction and the stretch by Mead Farm and Tidley Farm. This was caused by the stream breaking its banks and not helped by water running directly into the stream from Church Lane as the drains were unable to cope with the rainfall. Many of the drains are blocked due to the loose chippings that were recently used as surface dressing.

It was suggested that the creation of leaky dams along the streams that run into the main stream heading under the A358 would slow the flow of the water and prevent flooding.

It was agreed that the Council did not have the technical expertise to make any decisions at present but it was agreed that the Clerk would explore from whom the Council could access flood prevention advice, with particular regard to the suggestions mentioned.

In the meantime, the blocked drains in Church Lane and Lower West Hatch Lane will be reported to Somerset Council.

The matter will be further discussed at the next Parish Council meeting, when more information may be available.

25/71 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors (if present)
Unfortunately, neither Somerset Councillor was present but the monthly report had previously been circulated and published on the Parish Council website
25/72 LCN Update

25/73 To formally approve the budget and precept requirement of £4900 for 2026/27
 The Council formally approved the budget presented at the Council meeting in November and the precept requirement of £4900.
25/74 Response from parishioners on consultation exercise on Parish spending.
As it appears that information circulated via the Village Network is not being received, it was agreed to recirculate the consultation details and any responses received will be reviewed at the next meeting.
25/75 To agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting 2026
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Wednesday 22nd April at 7pm.
25/76 Formal Expenditure Approval

It was resolved to make the following payments:

a) Clerk’s Salary 					£380.00
b) West Hatch Village Hall - annual grant	£150.00.

25/77 Planning – to consider any planning matters arising.

No new planning applications have been received.

25/78 Reports of Parish Council Working Parties
· Report from Footpath leader
A pine tree has fallen and is blocking the path in Sturms Hill plantation. The Clerk will report this to the Forestry Commission.
Report on Highway matters.
· The eroding verge near to the RSPCA is currently under water which poses a danger to drivers unaware of the hazard. Cllr Finlayson offered to  erect some warning barriers at the spot and the Council agreed that it would cover the cost of any materials purchased.
Report from SALC representative
· Grants available from the Health & Wellbeing Fund were discussed and it was suggested that the Council could hold a Flu Clinic if funding were available. The Clerk will look into this possibility.
25/79 Correspondence and matters of report.
·  Road Surface at Frost Street.
The condition of Frost Street was discussed where there are at least 8 potholes flagged for repair. There have been two punctures recently. and the road continues to deteriorate. The condition of the road has been flagged to Highways on several occasions without any action being taken and it was agreed to escalate the matter to the CEO of Somerset Council.
25/80 To confirm date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th March at 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm




