WEST HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the West Hatch Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 26th November 2025

25/54 Attendance and apologies
Councillors:  Middleton (Chairman), Finlayson, Knight, and Sullivan 
Public:	 1 parishioner 
Apologies: Cllrs Haskins and Walters, Cllr S Wakefield (Somerset Council) 
These were recognised and approved as absences under s185 of the Local Government Act 1972.
The Council was saddened to learn of the death of Sheila Read, who assisted the Council in her role as Tree Warden, and who took a keen interest in the Parish.
25/55 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations

No declarations of interests were made.

25/56 Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 24th September 2025 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

25/57 Matters arising from the minutes.

· Drains and gullies clearance (24/100)
During the audit of drains and gullies, it was noted that most drains seemed to be running clear. It was agreed to review the situation in January once the remedial roadworks in Slough Green had been completed and the likelihood that heavy rainfall had occurred. 

· Flooding in Prey Lane (24/96)
Following an intervention by Gideon Amos, MP, there has been progress with regards to the defective work carried out by OCU. The contractors have accepted liability and will commence remedial work immediately. This will result in road closures in the Slough Green area for approximately 2 months.

The damaged culvert near to Hoops Green Cottage will be repaired and repairs carried out to the culvert at Prey Lane. The tree root has already been removed from the gully. Repairs to the surface where subsidence has occurred will also be carried out.


· Defibrillator Training (24/100)
Seven parishioners attended a training session on how to us the defibrillator and administer emergency first aid. Following the closure of the Farmers Arms, the Clerk will check on the defibrillator located there to ensure that access is still available, and check that the defibrillator is registered with the ambulance service.

· Report of Static caravans at Meare Green Lane (25/18)
The Council has now seen photographic evidence of the caravans sited on land at Meare Green Lane. The clerk will look at the original planning application and permission granted to ascertain whether a breach has taken place.

· Continuation of restricted speed limit from Hatch Beauchamp
The Clerk has contacted traffic management with regards to extending the 30mph limit along Village Road to Griffin Lane, but the response has not been positive. The speed compliance tool show average speeds are between 36-40mph, so it would be too fast to reduce the speed limit. It does not meet the Department of Transport’s criteria and would not be supported by the police so would need to enforce it.

Highways are only notified by the police where there has been a personal injury and not damage only collisions and do not have any record of accidents on their system. 

· Parish Council Vacancy (24/96)
It was agreed to advertise the vacancy more extensively. Cllr Finlayson agreed to draw up a flyer which can be promoted with the funding consultation.

25/58 Parishioners’ Forum

A parishioner has requested that the Council contact Forestry England to reinstate the no parking sign on their gate at Thurlbear Woods as there are often cars blocking the gate that would hinder emergency vehicle access to the woods. In addition, there are large quantities of hogweed on the main path through the wood and it has been suggested that Forestry England could cut this down early next season to prevent its further spread.

It was agreed that the Council would contact Forestry England regarding both issues raised.

Following the closure of the Farmers Arms, the Council has been requested to contact the freeholders of the property, to ask that more due diligence is carried out when issuing leases to tenants, to prevent the recent turnover of tenants that has occurred in recent years. It was agreed that this would be outside the Council’s remit and that no action would be action in this respect.

25/59 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors (if present)
Unfortunately, neither Somerset Councillor was present but the monthly report had previously been circulated and published on the Parish Council website
25/60 To discuss and provisionally agree budget and precept for 2026/27
A working party of the Council met recently to discuss the budget for 2026/27. The Council has not yet received the final information from Somerset Council with regard to setting the precept so a provisional budget has been recommended.
The Council has provisionally agreed that the precept would remain at £4900 for the next financial year. This figure will cover all the Council’s expenditure and allow for funds to be added to the Village Improvement fund. This decision will be formally reviewed and formally confirmed at the January meeting.
The Council currently has £1890 in its reserves which has been received as a Community Infrastructure Levy following a development in Meare Green Lane. This money must be spent within 5 years of receipt and will need to be used by October 2027.
It was agreed that the Council would carry out a consultation within the Parish to gain an insight into how parishioners would like to spend this money and other funds within the Village Improvement fund.
The Council agreed that it would continue to fund ’20 is Plenty’ and other warning signs where  appropriate
25/61 Formal Expenditure Approval

It was resolved to make the following payments:

a) Clerk’s Salary 					£380.00
b) Defibrillator Training				£ 75.00.
c) HBPC – Remembrance Wreath		£ 20.00

It was agreed that Cllr Middleton will purchase a sign indicating a sharp bend at a cost of £260 +VAT. This is following a request from a parishioner. 

25/62 Planning – to consider any planning matters arising.

Planning Application 47/25/0005: Erection of a first-floor extension to the side with internal alterations to form annexe accommodation at Tidley Farm, West Hatch Lane, West Hatch.

The Council has been advised that this planning application has been withdrawn.

25/63 Reports of Parish Council Working Parties
Report from Footpath leader
The issue previously raised with regards to aggressive horses on Footpath T31/6, has been resolved. 
Report from Trees/Conservation leader.
No report.
Report on Highway matters.
No new issues have been raised.
Report from SALC representative
No new issues to report. The Clerk will attend some training organised by SALC with regard to the new requirements with respect to Assertion 10 of the Annual Governance and Audit Review.
25/64 Correspondence and matters of report.
·  Introduction of Somerset Highways Area Work Map.
The Somerset Highways Annual Works Map has now been published and can be accessed online if you search that name or via the link below.  This interactive map shows work that is scheduled or has been completed and includes the location of drains and gullies.
 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/somerset-highways-annual-works-map/
· LCN Meeting Update.
Cllr Middleton attended the latest LCN meeting but it was very poorly attended with only Neroche PC, Stoke St Mary PC and West Hatch PC represented. The future of the LCNs is currently being reviewed by Somerset Council.
25/65 To confirm date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th January at 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.10pm




